
Insights Class on the Role of Women 
Lesson 6: Women are to be Silent 
1 Timothy 2:11-12 

 
Greek Words 

• aner / andros – man, husband 

• gune / gunaikos – woman, wife 
    

Context 

• There is nothing in the context of this scripture that limits it to just 
what is going on when the church gathers for worship. 

• 1 Timothy 2:1-10 
 God’s people need to pray for everyone…including kings and 

others in authority. 
 Men need to pray without “anger and disputing.” 
 Women need to dress modestly. 

• 1 Timothy is all about Paul’s instructions for Timothy on how he 
should continue to lead the church in Ephesus 

• Ephesus. 
 A large city with a variety of religions and cults.  
 The main religion was the worship of Artemis (Diana; Acts 19) 
 The status of women was elevated in Ephesus because of Artemis 

worship. 
 
What is Paul saying in 1 Tim. 2:11-12? 

• A woman is never allowed to speak in worship, teach a man or to hold 
any position over a man that is deemed a position of authority by the 
church?  

• A woman should learn about God’s word and God’s will for her life in 
a submissive way. A woman who has knowledge should not 
aggressively assume a position of authority over a man, in contrast to 
what women in Ephesian culture may have been accustomed to? 

• A wife should learn about God in a way that doesn’t supersede the 
role of her husband. She doesn’t need to assume a dominant role 
over her husband. She should adopt a “quiet” (not silent, but 
peaceful) mindset in her marriage, including how she comes to a 
greater knowledge of God. 

 
Questions to Ponder 

• If women are not allowed to teach men, how do we reconcile that 
with Priscilla teaching Apollos (Acts 18:26)? 

• In 1 Timothy 2:11-12, is Paul telling Timothy what God commands or 
what Paul prefers (“I do not permit…”)? 

 
Read Ahead: 1 Timothy 3:11 
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