Insights Class on the Role of Women
Lesson 4: Women are to be Silent
I Cor 14:26-40
Greek Words
• aner / andros – man, husband
• gune / gunaikos – woman, wife
• sigaō - to be or become silent
Context of I Cor 14
Two Main Items Paul Is Addressing
• Spiritual Gifts – unique, sometimes supernatural, abilities/talents
given to
 Ch 12: All gifts necessary
 Ch 13: Gifts are meaningless if there’s no love
 Ch. 14: Use of spiritual gifts in the assembly
• Worship – making sure that worship is non-confusing and
encouraging
 Vs 26: Everything done so that the church may be built up
 Vs 40: Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way
 Vs. 34-35: Women’s participation in the worship assembly
What is Paul Saying in I Cor 14:34-35?
Is he saying all women are not allowed to make any audible sound when
gathered with other Christian men and women for worship?
• What about singing, greeting, visiting or leading in any way?
• Vs 35 “keep quite” in the Greek is sigaō, the same word used in
verses 28 & 30 in reference to being quite while no interpreter is
present or when someone has a revelation
• If all women are to be always silent, how do we view women in 1
Cor. 11 who were audibly praying and prophesying in the
assembly?
Is he talking to a particular group of women who were being disruptive?
• Gunaikes – woman/women …OR… wife/wives
• Andros – man/men …OR… husband/husbands
Is he saying wives were not to speak in the assembly?
• It would make more sense for them to “ask their own husbands at
home.”
• It would fit with 1 Cor. 11:3 – the head of a wife is her husband
• It would fit with Eph. 5:22-24 – wives are to submit to husbands
• Problem: What about women who had no husbands?
• Problem: Still seems to contradict 1 Cor. 11
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Notes

Is he saying certain wives should keep quite?
• v. 34 – hai gunaikes – THE women…or better yet, THE WIVES
• WHICH wives are “the” wives?
• v. 29-32 – Is addressing rules for prophets
 Paul might be saying that the wives of the “judging prophets”
are causing a disruption in the assembly by asking questions
and making judgments about prophecies.
 That wasn’t their job. Paul says that, if they had a question,
the wives of the prophets could ask their own husbands at
home. “...for it is disgraceful for a ‘wife’ (a wife undermining
or overstepping her husband’s role) to speak in the assembly.”
Is he quoting the Corinthians and then responding to their quote?
• Multiple times in 1 Corinthians Paul seems to quote the
Corinthians and then address their question or statement. I Cor
6:12, 6:13, 7:1, 10:23.
• v. 34 – “…as the law says.” – If Paul is talking about the OT, why
would he be imposing an OT law on the NT church? This would be
inconsistent with Paul’s teaching about the Law (especially the
book of Galatians and in Rom. 6:14 – no longer under Law, but
under grace
• In essence, Paul would be saying, “You say, ‘Women should
remain silent…’” v. 34-35 would be a long quote of what certain
men in the Corinthian church were saying.
• v. 36 – “Did the word of God originate with you? Are you the only
ones it has come to?” – Who is the “you” in these verses?
 It could be the ones who are trying to impose a Jewish rule
within the Christian assembly.
 Paul’s response would be that, when God sends a new
message to the church, He doesn’t just send it to men. His
message (is prophecy) comes to both men and women and is
given out by both men and women…no matter what the rule
used to be in the synagogue.
 Greek text literally reads: “Or was it from you that the word of
God went out? Or has it come to you only (you alone)?”
Conclusions
• To be continued

Read Ahead
I Corinthians 14:26-40 What does it mean that “women should remain silent”?

