
Insights Class on the Role of Women 
Lesson 2: Historical Context of Women in Scripture 
 
 
Creation of Man and Women      
 Genesis 1-3 

o Gen 3:16 – Curse 
▪ Pain in Childbearing 
▪ Desire for your husband and he will rule over you 

 
 
Women in the Old Testament 

• Miriam – leader of songs/worship, also leadership role in Israelite 

• Community 

• Deborah – prophetess and judge…even though she was married 

• Wise woman of 2 Samuel 20 – rest of the city followed her lead 

• Huldah – prophetess sought out specifically by King Josiah to 
share advice 

• and give a message from God 
 
 
Women in the New Testament 
Jesus’ treatment of women in the gospels 

• Engaged in public conversations with women 

• Samaritan woman 

• Woman cured of bleeding 

• Accepted / taught women – Mary, women followers 

• Jesus seems to be returning things back to the way they were 
before the Fall in Gen. 3 

o Galatians 3:28:  …there is neither male nor female…we are 
all one in Christ Jesus 

 
Specific women who spoke in the assembly and/or held positions of 
authority in the church after Christ’s return to heaven 

• Philip’s daughters – prophesy 

• Priscilla – teacher 

• Phoebe – deaconess, probably brought/read Paul’s letter to the 
Romans 

• Junia – listed as an “apostle” in Romans 16 

• Euodia & Syntyche – “co-workers” of Paul 

 
 
Read Ahead 

• Head coverings, Praying, Prophesying: 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 

 

Notes 


